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XVIII. AbflraSi of a Regijler of the Barometer^ Thermome- 
ter^ and Rain, at Lyndon in Rutland ; by Thomas Barker, 
Efq. ; with the Rain in Surrey ^«^Hampfhire ; for the Tear 
1790. Communicated by 'X\iOvsx&.i'SR]xiX.Q^ Efq. F.R.S. 
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Mr. Barker's Regijer^ &c. zyi^ 

The thermometer abroad being broken in December, that 
month is defedtive in that article. 

THE winter proved a remarkably open one j no froft of 
two whole days together, nor any fnow ; fo that there were 
young artichokes in the garden all winter, where they were 
lliort and among the leaves ; and the fecond crop of figs, which 
are generally killed in winter, efcaped this year, and ripened la 
the fummer, but did not grow large. It was faid there were 
young hares in winter, and birds' eggs laid, fome of which 
were perhaps hatched. Several people laid they faw a covey of 
young partridges near Oakham in February ; but 1 cannot 
affirm it, for others fufpefted fome miftake. January was 
ihowery and mild, but often windy ; as the days grew longfer, 
it became dryer, finer, and forward. A fwarm of bees rofe and 
fettled at Tisover, March 2. ; but it was rather a fhifting of 
their hive for want, than a regular fwarm, which could not 
have been bred fo early. The owner, having a deferted hive 
with combs and honey in it, put them into that, where they 
lived, and grew ftrong in the fummer. The forwar'dnefs of the 
feafon continued till the N.E. winds of March made it colder 
and more frofly ; the growth of all thhigs was then flopped, 
and the firft fortnight in April was feverer than any part of 
the winter, with the only fnow this feafon. 

The feed time was dry, and in general good ; but, for want 
of frofl in the winter, the ground ploughed flifF, and required 
a great deal of working ; and the feafon continued dry and 
backward till after the middle of May, when rain and warmer 
weather made every thhig grow as faft as they were flow be- 
fore. The fummer was chiefly cloudy and windy, and after 
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28o Mr. Barker's Regijier^ Sec. 

the middle of May very fhowery and cool, except fome few 
violent hot days ; and a very growing feafon, fo that grounds 
laid at the end of May had good crops of hay on them, which 
in general was well got, for the rains in this country were not 
great, though frequent; and fo much land was laid late, and 
fo much over-eaten grafs cut, that there was hardly ever more 
good hay made than there was this year. The harveft alfo 
was iliowery, yet not fo much but that thofe who were not too 
hafty got it well, and it was plentiful, though very rank, 
and pretty much laid, yielding well to the acre, though not to 
the flail. 

The autumn was dryer, fine, and pleafant, fo that the 
ground began to burn. The wheat feed time was remarkably 
good ; for it was dry at Rrft for fowing the clay land ; then rain 
came in good time to bring it up, and that made the ground moift 
for fowing the dry fields. There was a good deal of rain at times 
in November, yet fo much fine weather between, that It was 
pleafant and not dirty ; but moft part of December and Ja- 
nuary was uncommonly ftormy and uncertain weather, chang- 
ing fometimes two or three times a day ; fevere ftorms, much 
rain, great floods, and remarkable thunder, on feveral different 
days, and in many different places. Near a fortnight's frofl: at 
Ghrlftmas, with clear weather at firfl, but afterward one great 
rain, and feveral lefler, which yet did not take away the frofl:., 
till January the 6th. 
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Mr. Bar ker's Account, &c. 28 1 

Chalk found in a new place. 

There is a great deal of chalky ground in the fbuthcrn part 
off England; I think it begins at the fea in Devonfhire, arid 
one vein of it runs all along the fouthern counties to Dover. 
Another vein parts off from that about Reading- in Berkfliire, 
goes by Dunflable, Baldock, and Gograagog Hills, and fo on 
to the fea in Norfolk ; the whole croffing the kingdom in a Y. 
Along thefe two diftri<Sts it is alraoft all chalk to a great tlepth 
in the ground ; but out of them chalk is feldom found. J be- 
lieve it may be met with in many places in the countries 
between thefe two diftrids, and fometimes deep in the ground, 
where it does not come up to the furface ; but beyond the 
northern limits of them, which are at Wantage in Berkfliire, 
and over the river from Shillingford in Oxford fliire, and at 
Maddingley by Cambridge, chalk is hardly any where to be 
found; no where in any confiderable quantity, unlefs it be 
much farther north, in the wolds of Yorkfliire, beyond Pock- 
lington toward Scarborough. 

I did not know till lately that we had any chalk nearer us 
than Maddingley ; but feveral years ago, the people of Rid- 
lington in Rutland, digging for ftone to meild the roads, met 
with a bed of chalk; at which they were much furprized, 
and did not know what it was, having never i^etn a chalk pit 
before. After I had heard of it, I went to examine the place, 
and found it a regular chalk pit, with rows of flints lying m 
it as is ufual in the fouth of England.- The chalk is not foft 
like that they write with, but very much like that they dig 
about Baldock ; nor are the flints fo black as thofe in the ibuth 
of England, but veined, of a light-coloured flint, and white. 
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282 Mr, Barker's Account^ Sec. 

fome parts much mixed with chalk ; and are broken, not whole 
ones. They may have dug the pit fix yards long and two 
deep; but how far the chalk reaches I do not know. The 
ground about it has plainly been formerly dug, perhaps thirty 
yards fquare, but completely turfed over again, with the fanie 
ftrong turf as the reft of the clofe, which is rich pafture land, 
and feeds oxen for Smithfield market, not like the Ihort grafs 
on the chalky downs. 

Riding laft autumn along the turnpike road near Stukeley in 
Huntingdon fliire, I faw a little patch of chalk, a few yards 
long, in a bank, which had been dug away by the road fide ; 
fo that though we did not know there was any chalk at all in 
this country, and there certainly is very little, yet here are 
now two places where it has been met with. 




